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Savannah, Ga. U.S.A.  
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Savannah Port Journal Visitors 2011 Edition  
 
Greetings,  
 

 
I am pleased to present Volume I of the Journal of the Port of Savannah. The 
Port of Savannah is known for its Container ships coming down of the 

Savannah River, but there is more to the Port than the ñboxesò on the ships. 
The Port of Savannah is blessed with a number of both Public and Private 

Terminals that import everything from Liquid Natural Ga s to Lumber and 
exports everything from Clay to Paper.  

 
The Port also represents history that goes back to 1733 when General James 
Oglethorpe landed in Yamacraw Bluff. From a depth of 12ft. when Oglethorpe 

came up the river to now a 42ft. depth to support  the large ships that visit 
our Port. This Journal looks at the aspect of facilities that are on the river 

from the mouth of the channel (Tybee), up the Houlihan bridge that 
represents that further most point that the Port operates.  
 

This journal could be  used by the business person that may want to relocated 
his business to the Port of Savannah, the local person that has relocated here 

and has never know what the Port contributes to the local and state 
economies or the casual ñTouristò who is interested in the history and 
business of the Port.  

 
With this first volume we look at the ñbanks of the riverò, in volume II we will 

look at the peripheral users of the Port. I hope this Journal is informative and 
we look forward to providing more valuable history in  Volume II.  
 

Sincerely,  
 

Mikell F. Cates  
President ï Savannah Cams, LLC  
Savannah Port Tours, LLC  

Savannah Port Journal, LLC  
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Port Over view  
 
 

The port contains over 50 piers, wharves, and docks, many of which 
are designed for multiple purposes, while o thers are specialized for 

cargo such as sugar, fuel, gypsum, kaolin, and timber products. The 
two Georgia Ports Authority terminals are a major site for the 

transshipment of containerized cargo.  While the rankings fluctuate, 
Savannah is usually ranked abo ut third or fourth for the number of 

containers shipped in the United States and second only to Baltimore 
on the Atlantic coast.  

 
Our virtual tour will actually begin at the outer marker of the 

Savannah River Channel and follow the pathway of the ships up the 

river, all the way to the top of the port, covering approximately 31 
miles.  We will point out various sites of interest, such as the Cockspur 

Light, Coast Guard Station Tybee, the two forts, the Pilot House, and 
downtown, which arenôt terminals, but lie along the way.  

 
The Eugene Talmadge  Memorial Bridge stands as a spectacular arch, 

marking the entrance to the western portion of the Savannah Port.  
But the ñPort of Savannahò is much larger. Numerous industries and 

terminals line the river, starting several miles east of the bridge, 
beginn ing with the LNG facility at Elba Island.  Other facilities are 

owned by: Tronox (formerly Kerr McGee), Conoco Phillips Petroleum, 
Nu-Star Energy, Valero Petroleum, Martin Marietta Aggregate, Georgia  

Pacific Gypsum, East Coast Terminal, Savannah Cement, a nd  
Liberty Terminals.  

 

Downtown Savannah, with its Cobblestone River Street, is a popular 
tourist destination and quite beautiful to behold from the water.  

Landmarks, such as the Marriott and Hyatt Hotels, the Savannah 
Municipal Building with its gold dom e, the buildings that once 

comprised the Cotton Exchange and ñFactorôs Walkò, and the statue of 
the ñWaving Girlò are worth pointing out.  So too, are the buildings on 

Hutchinson Island ï The Westin Savannah Harbor Golf Resort and Spa 
and the Savannah Inte rnational Trade Center. Not to be overlooked 

are the two fleets of tug boats (Moran and Crescent) that play such a 
vital role in shipping. Nor would our discussion be complete without 
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mentioning future plans for development, including Savannah River 

Landin gs and the proposed changes on Hutchinson Island.  
 

The real estate east of the Talmadge Bridge is actually owned by a 
number of players.  The largest owner, the Georgia Ports Authority, 

owns and manages the two major terminals: Ocean Terminal and 
Garden Ci ty Terminal.   

 
Ocean Terminal starts just before the Talmadge Bridge and contains 

break bulk and Roll/on -Roll/off facilities.  The Garden City Terminal 
consists of eight piers, with numerous cranes to unload containers.  

 
Between Ocean Terminal and Garden  City Terminals are a number of 

businesses:  National Gypsum, Nu-Star Asphalt,  Colonial Oil Industries , 
Global Marine, and International Paper .  Beyond the Garden City 

Terminal lie the sites of Imperial Sugar Refinery, Atlantic Wood, and 

Kraft Electric Plan t, Newport Terminal, and Weyerhaeuser paper mill.  
 

The large well in Ocean Terminal provided berth for the Georgia 
Responder  ï a vessel which has never been used for its intended 

purpose, which is to respond to large oil spills.  The Responder  has 
been redeployed to Louisiana, but the support barge with crew 

quarters and oil tank storage remains in the slip.  

Georgiaôs deepwater ports and inland barge terminals support more 
than 275,968 jobs throughout the state annually and contribute $10.8 

bil lion in income, $35.4 billion in revenue and some $1.4 billion in 

state and local taxes to Georgiaôs economy. 

To keep the Savannah port growing, future plans call for the 
deepening of the harbor.  But this project is not without impact on the 

environment.  Numerous stakeholders have been meeting and guiding 
the extensive studies on this project since 1999.  This is the most 

researched project the Corp of Engineers has ever conducted.   

On the following pages we will take a closer look at each facility and 

t ry to get an appreciation for the interesting and important work that 
goes on each day in the Port of Savannah.  
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Port of Savannah Organizations:  
 

 
Savannah Maritime Association  
 

SAVANNAH  MARITIME ASSOCIATION :  A MARITIME PARTNERSHIP 
 

The SMA Partnership:  

The Savannah Maritime Association is a partnership of maritime -    
related companies dedicated t o the development and  safety of  

our port.  
 

SMA Cooperation:  
The Savannah Maritime Association strives to foster cooperation and 

the exchange of information in order to achieve common goals.  
      

SMA Participation:  
The Savannah Maritime Association works for the common benefit of 

all participants in Georgiaôs Ports, Federal, State, City, and Commercial  
Organizations. SMA identifies and achieves common goals and 

objectives for the maritime community. SMA meetings are an open 
forum to discuss and resolve Maritime Community issues.  Members 

share their views and work t owards the common good of the port.  

 
SMA Activities:  

The Savannah Maritime Association is headquartered at 33 Bull Street, 
Suite 550, in downtown Savannah and conducts regular monthly 

meeting for members. SMA coordinates annual HAZMAT training, 
monitors pr oposed rate increases by area service providers and acts as 

a clearing house for maritime information, data and employment.  
 

SMA Staff:  
SMAôs Executive Director Charles E Sutlive works closely with 

members at all levels of the maritime, government and busi ness 
community to ensure the development and safety of our port.  

 
Contact us at www.savannahmaritime.com . 

 
 

 
 

http://www.savannahmaritime.com/
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Propeller Club of Savannah  

 

 

PROPELLER CLUB OF THE UNITED STATES 

PORT OF SAVANNAH 
 

WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL PROPELLER CLUB OF THE 
UNITED STATES?  

 

The idea was conceived in New York, in 1922, by a group of 
professionals engaged in the merchant marine industry who gathered 

frequently at luncheons to discu ss mutual issues and the future  
of  shipping.  

   
These meetings gradually developed into the Propeller Club of the 

United States, which aims to the promotion and furtherance of the 
American merchant marine and international shipping in general, as a 

symbol of mankind's efforts to ring for a better world through 
Commerce and Industry.  

  
"Propeller" in the name refers to the propulsion of ships, and is 

symbolic of the driving force required to achieve the Club's objectives.  
 

Today there i s a Propeller Club in almost every sea and inland port in 

the United States, as well as in 33 cities throughout the world.  
 

The Propeller Club's world headquarters is located in Fairfax, Virginia.  

WHEN WAS THE INTERNATIONAL PROPELLER CLUB PORT OF 
PIRAEUS F OUNDED AND WHAT ARE ITS OBJECTIVES?  

The International Propeller Club of the United States, Port of Piraeus 
("The Propeller Club") was founded in 1935, as a non -profit 

organization.  In line with its objectives, the Propeller Club  

¶ Actively provide a forum  for the exchange of views and 
promotion of goodwill, social, cultural and merchant marine 

relations between citizens of Greece and the United States as 
well as other countries' representatives.  

¶ Sponsor needy Greek students mostly coming from seamen 
famil ies.  Contact us at www.propellerclubsavannah.com . 

 

http://www.propellerclubsavannah.com/
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International Seamenôs House 

 

 
 

The International Seamen's House facing beautiful Washington Square 

at Houston and Congress Streets. Operated by The Savannah Port 

Society, founded in 1843. Known the world over by commercial 

seamen as their home away from home.  
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The Center of Innovation for Logistics  

 

 
Accelerating Growth & Competitiveness in Georgiaôs 
Logistics Industry  

 
The Center of Innovation for Logistics is Georgia's leading resource for 

accelerating logistics growth and competitiveness in the state. The 
Center of Innovation for Logistics is Georgiaôs leading resource for 

accelerating logistics growth and competitiveness in the sta te. Our 
team connects and works directly with all logistics sectors to identify 

common prob lems and innovative solutions. The result is a competitive 
edge for Georgia companies gained through access to applied 

university research, product commercialization  and matching grant 
funds. Enhanced by the collaboration of technology firms and 

academia, we provide the connections and resources to address the 
constant challenges of ñThe 3 Vôs of Logistics: Volume, Velocity  

and Visibility.ò 
 

Our approach is simple: we  bring together a wide range of 

stakeholders to address logistics issues. We call this our problem 
holder ïproblem solver model.  

 
"Problem Holders" come from logistics, shipping and transportation 

entities. Driven by real -world experiences, they bring compl ex 
challenges and opportunities to the table.  

 
"Problem Solvers" come from the worlds of academia and technology, 

from entrepreneurial to established companies. They contribute a 
unique technological perspective and can often provide the most 

objective ana lysis of an industry issue.  
 

Logistics is comprised of many firms operating independently and 
interdependently; and all are reliant upon a common infrastructure -  in 

essence, a "logistics ecosystem." The Center of Innovation for Logistics 
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is focused on ide ntifying a structure from which everyone can work: a 

unique set of resources detailing the composition and impact of 
logistics throughout Georgia.  

 
Our team is constantly surveying the logistics landscape to gather 

information on the latest industry trends , data and technologies, which 
we share with stakeholders through frequent communications and 

events, including an annual logistics summit. The Center of Innovation 
for Logistics also recently launched statewide industry forums to 

encourage the exchange of  challenges, ideas and solutions.  

Team Resources  

 
Statewide in focus, the Center of Innovation for Logistics is 

headquartered at Georgia Tech's Savannah campus and is located 
close to the Georgia Ports Authority, the Savannah River, two major 

interstates, an international airport, and many large distribution 
centers -  making it a great resource for logistics businesses.  

Our center's clients benefit from Georgia Tech's international 
reputation as a leader in academic research activities as well as its 

focus on areas with direct impact upon the competitiveness of the  
industry. Additionally, we work with the entire University System of 

Georgia and Georgia's Technical College System; we also continually 
forge new alliances with industry, state org anizations and  

academic leaders.  
 

Contact us at www.georgialogistics.com . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.georgialogistics.com/
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Savannah Chamber of Commerce/CVB  

 
 

 
 
As business leaders in Savannah prepare to celebrate the 200 th  

anniversary of the establishment of the cities first chamber of 
commerce, Savannahôs container port is poised to become the fourth 

largest in the United States.  
 

That these two developments are linked is difficult to dispute, for the 
port has always been at the heart of Savannahôs commercial life, and 

the cityôs chambers of commerce have always been enthusiastic 
boosters of the port.  

 
Prominent merchants of Savannah organized the cityôs first chamber of 

commerce in December 1806, making it one of the oldes t in the 

nationôs history.  Significant among the ñrules and regulationsò the first 
chamber members endorsed were those dealing with weights and 

measures involving vessels at the port, and rates for the ñwharfageò of 
those vessels and the weighing and stor ing of the cargo they carried.  

 
In the years since then, according to officials of the present -day 

Savannah Area Chamber of Commerce, the cityôs chambers have 
backed numerous port - related ventures, including, in 1819, the 

maiden voyage of the S.S. Savannah , the first steamship to cross the 
Atlantic Ocean; in the early 1920s, the creation of the Savannah Port 

Authority, which now exists as the Savannah Economic Development 
Authority; in the late 1950s, the launching of the N.S. Savannah, the 

worldôs first nuclear -powered ship; the construction of docks and other 
port facilities; and the deepening of the harbor to allow the entry of 

ever - larger vessels.  

 
Today, the chamber serves 2,000 -plus member businesses and strives 

to enhance the diverse economy of Savan nah in many ways, including 
supporting the militaryôs vast presence in coastal Georgia; providing 
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assistance with governmental affairs by lobbying on the local, state 

and federal levels; and endeavoring to develop the areaôs work force. 
And, the chamber, t hrough its legislative efforts, continues to 

encourage improvements to the cityôs thriving port, the operation of 
which is overseen by the Georgia Ports Authority.  

 
The port of Savannah was set to end fiscal 2006 in June by moving 

more than 2 million containers, its highest volume ever and a mark 
that would vault it past Charleston, S.C., as the No. 4 container port in 

the country.   Port officials announced in late May that they expected to 
conclude the fiscal year with about 2,002,500 containers, an i ncrease 

of more than half a million containers over the number handled in 
fiscal 2005.  

 
Thatôs an accomplishment 273 years in the making, but itôs no 

accident that Savannah has become a great port city.  From the day 

Savannah was established in 1733 as the first city of Georgia ï  a 
colony created by the British as a buffer between South Carolina and 

Spanish Florida ï  the town was destined to become a bustling center 
of trade.  

 
The British envisioned the new colony as a producer of raw materials 

that would be shipped back home and as a market for English goods, 
and Savannahôs position as a city on the mighty river that was its 

namesake made it a natural as an importer and exporter.  
 

Three months after Savannahôs founding, the first ship to visit ï the 
James ï  anchored there, and, in June 1735, there occurred the first 

loading of a vessel with exports from the new colony. By 1755, there 
were nine square - rigged ships and 43 schooners and sloops sailing 

from the port, taking with them such products a s indigo, w ine, silk  

and potash.  
 

Between the end of the Revolutionary War in 1783 and the beginning 
of the American Civil War in 1861, cotton was the major product of the 

South, and Savannah benefited greatly from this circumstance. The 
first shipment of cotton from  Savannah took place in 1784 ï eight 

bags sent to Liverpool, England, and, legend has it, seized by 
authorities who could not believe so much cotton could have been 

raised in the United States.  
 

After Eli Whitney perfected the cotton gin at a plantation ju st west of 
Savannah in 1793, exports of the staple skyrocketed. Shipments of 
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cotton from Savannah reached 90,000 bales a year in 1820, and 

export revenues increased to $14 million in 1819, when Savannah had 
grown to be the 16 th - largest city in the country.  

 
During the early years of the 1800s, the first chamber of commerce 

was created. Merchants and traders of the city met on Dec. 13, 1806, 
at the City Exchange and appointed a committee of seven to draft a 

constitution for the government of that chamber. Th e committee 
reported back to the cityôs businessmen on Dec. 30, proposing 17 rules 

that included provisions calling for initial membership fees of five 
dollars; for membership to be open ñonly to merchants, traders, 

factors and insurance brokersò; and for fines for ñofficers refusing to 
serve after being elected.ò The rules were unanimously agreed to by 

the 85 ñsubscribersò in attendance. 
 

According to sources at the Georgia Historical Society, that first 

chamber officers were elected. They were John Cummin gs, the 
president; John Bolton, the vice president; James Johnston, the 

treasurer; and William Scarborough, the secretary. Scarborough went 
on to become the organizationôs president, and he was a principal 

backer of the aforementioned S.S. Savannah.  ñThese were the type of 
men who inspired and enthused and led,ò said Savannah historian and 

Mayor Thomas Gamble in a speech to other city leaders in the mid -
1930s. ñThey seized every opportunity to promote commerce.ò 

 
Sometime during the ensuing four decades, th e chamber must have 

gone out of business again ï perhaps during the Civil War ï because 
newspaper stories say that the modern chamber had its beginnings in 

the Savannah Board of Trade. The board was organized in 1883 after a 
year of existence as the Savann ah Naval Stores Exchange, which had 

been formed in 1882.  After the War Between the States, naval stores 

vied with cotton as Savannahôs major export. The city became the 
main shipping point for turpentine and rosin produced in Georgia, 

South Carolina, Alaba ma and Florida.  
 

During 1891 -1903, ñin those days of schooners, barks and brigs and 
modest -size tramp steamers,ò wrote historian Gamble, ñover 1,000 

vessels must visit the port in a year to provide adequate cargo spaceò 
for the cotton and naval stores bein g shipped from Savannah.  

 
In its early years, the Board of Trade dealt largely with freight rates; 

traffic on the Savannah River; wharfage rates; and quarantine charges 
and other matters related to the port.  
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The name of the organization was changed to the  Savannah Chamber 
of Commerce in January 1930.  

 
A decade early, Savannahôs businesspeople had pushed for the 

creation of the Savannah Port Authority, which was an outgrowth of an 
effort to establish a state port at the city.  

 
The Savannah Port Authority was created by legislative act in August 

1925 after being overwhelmingly approved by the stateôs voters the 
preceding November. The authority was given broad powers that 

included regulating the traffic of the harbor; maintaining and building 
public wharves  and warehouses; and maintaining the depth of the 

water at those wharves. It was also given the right to issue bonds and 
to acquire land for the development of terminal facilities.  Eventually, 

the authority would, in addition to monitoring the operation of  the 

port, assume the responsibility of conducting a program of industrial 
development for Savannah and the surrounding area.  

 
The success - filled relationship between chamber and port was summed 

up by Thomas Gamble in his aforementioned speech of 1935 when  he 
said this: ñDuring the 200 years that have passed since the James 

dropped anchor . . . there has never been a prolonged period of peace 
during which Savannahôs commerce has not expanded, its harbor 

facilities improved, and its position as a port been s trengthened by the 
enterprising spirit of its merchants.ò 

 
In a statement thatôs as true today as it was 70 years ago, Savannahôs 

port, he said, has consistently   ñforged steadily ahead, passed its 
competitors, held its own, and has a brighter future than any other 

port of this section, not because of any natural superior advantages, 

but because it has always had men leading it who had confidence in 
Savannah, confidence in themselves, and who put their money, their 

time, their brains, their energies, into p romoting the commercial 
welfare of Savannah.  

 
ñMen, not merely water or back country, make a great port.ò 

 
Please  visit www.savannahv isit.com . 

 

 

 

 

http://www.savannahvisit.com/
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Old Harbor Light Marker in Emmet Park  

 

 
Anchors -  Old Harbor Light -  Emmet Park -  Savannah, Georgia  

                                                              
These anchors are all large ship anchors, but there is no information as 

to which ships they came from or how old they are. They are scattered 
around the Old Harbor Light. The historical marker at the Light reads:  

"This beacon light was erected by the Federal government in 1858 as 

an aid to navigation of the Savannah River.  

Standing 77 feet above the river level and illuminated by gas, it served 
for severa l years as a guide to vessels passing over the hulls of ships 

that the British scuttled in 1779 to close the harbor to the French naval 
forces. During the Siege of Savannah that year by the French and 

Americans, the warship Truite, commanded by the Count d e Chastenet 
de Puysegur, shelled this area of Savannah from her anchorage in 

Back River opposite this point.  

The development of this portion of Emmet Park as a garden area was 

a project of the Trustees Garden Club during the centennial year of the 
erection  of the ñOld Harbor Light.ò" 
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"This beacon light was erected by the Federal government in 1858 as 

an aid to navigation of the Savannah River.  
 

 
                            N 32° 04.761 W 081° 05.071  
                                         17S E 492023  N 3549234  
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Outer Marker  

 

to  
 

Elba Island  
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The Outer Marker  

The  outer marker (designated as RW ñTò) is 
the point where incoming ships stop to wait 

for the Savannah River Pilots to meet them 
and guide them into the channel.  Ships call 

for the pilots on channel fourteen and 
schedule their rendezvous near the outer 

mark er. On busy days, several ships may 
drop anchor nearby and wait for their turn to 

enter the channel.  
 

Pilots are carried to the ships on specially designated pilot boats.  The 
pilot boat must carefully come alongside (often in rough seas), so the 

pilot can  climb aboard and take charge of the shipôs bridge and guide it 
to port.  Prior to entering the container port, ships are met by tugs, 

who escort the ship to its final docking.  A docking pilot takes control 

from the river pilot and directs the tugs and li ne handlers to secure the 
ship.  Savannah Pilots safely convey an average of twenty - two large 

vessels a day.  
 

Cockspur Light  
 

From the sea to Elba Island, the 
Savannah River is bisected into 

the north and south channel, 
divided by several islands.  To 

mar k the entrance to the south 
channel, the Cockspur Lighthouse 

was built on Cockspur Island in 
1849 and rebuilt in 1857 with a 

new fourth -order Fresnel lens.  

Originally, a twin tower marked 
the North Channel, but it fell to 

storm damage.  
The lighthouse was deactivated in 

1909, when deep -draft vessels 
began using the North Channel.  

In 1949 it was abandoned by the 
Coast Guard, but claimed by the 

Park Service in 1958 and 
restoredrom 1995 to 2000.  

Cockspur was relit in March  
of 2007.  
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Fort Pu laski  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Constructed from 1827 to 1847, in part under the supervision of 

Robert E. Lee, the fort was designed to protect the city of Savannah.  
Seized by the Georgia state troopers at the onset of hostilities leading 

to the Civil War, the fort  was attacked by Union forces on April 11 -12, 
1862.  That battle changed forever the construction of forts.  Union 

forces successfully breached the 7.5 foot walls, using rifled artillery in 
only thirty hours of bombardment.  

 

 
By the turn of the 20th cent ury, the fort began to fall into disrepair.  

On October 15, 1924 , t he War Department declared Fort Pulaski a 
National Monument by presidential proclamation of Calvin Coolidge. 

The monument was transferred from the War Department to the 
National Park Servic e on August 10, 1933. www.nps.gov/fopu/ 
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Pilot House  

 
The Savannah River  

Pilots Association 
maintains a 

residence for on -
duty pilots at the 

mouth of the river, 
on Cockspur Island.  

After an incoming 
ship contacts the 

pilots and a 
rendezvous is 

established , the 
pilots are ferried on 

one of several pilot boats, up to twelve miles, to the area outside the 

channel, where vessels wait for the pilots.  Savannah River Pilots (also 
known as ñbar pilotsò, since they guide vessels around dangerous sand 

bars) have pr ovided safe passage through the river for almost as long 
as there has been a port in Savannah.  Pilots must not only hold an 

unlimited Coast Guard license (any ship, anywhere in the world), but 
demonstrate an absolute knowledge of the river.  

 
Coast Guard S tation Tybee  

Station Tybee is also 
located on Cockspur 

Island and guards the 
Savannah River 

Entrance. Station 
Tybee, assigned to 

Coast Guard Group 
Charleston,  District 7 

Miami, is assigned to 
perform missions of 

Search and Rescue 
(SAR), Enforcement of 

Federal Laws and Treaties, and Enviro nmental protection.  

The station covers an area of approximately seventy five  coastal miles 

from S aint  Helena Sound, SC to Sapelo Sound, GA. This also includes 
endless miles of rivers, creeks, tributaries, and marshes. T he station 

responds to approximately 250 Search and Rescue cases per year.  
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IntraCoastal Waterway (ICW)  

 
The Savannah River intersects the ICW at Elba Island.  The ICW is a 

waterway constructed by joining existing rivers, creeks, and sounds 
with strategica lly placed cuts and canals. On the East Coast, the 

Atlantic ICW (AICWW) extends 1090 miles from Norfolk Virginia to 
Miami Florida.  Originally built for commercial traffic, its primary 

purpose now is to provide a safe passageway for recreational boaters.  
Many ñsnowbirdsò travel the waterway seasonally on their way to more 

temperate waters as the season dictates.  
 

ICW traffic going north immediately enters South Carolina after 
traversing the Savannah River and travels past Daufuskie and Hilton 

Head Islands.   Southbound boaters will connect with the Wilmington 
River and journey past Causton Bluff, Thunderbolt, and Skidaway 

starting their voyage down the Georgia coast.  

 
Unwary travelers are sometimes confused by the two intersecting 

buoyage systems.  The ICW l ateral markers show red on the right and 
green on the left when traveling south through this area, while the 

seaward system of buoys used on the Savannah (and other seaward 
rivers), maintains a ñred-right -returning from seaò convention.  One 

such intersect ion occurs when the ICW leaves the Wilmington River 
and enters the Skidaway River. Those continuing down the Wilmington 

will leave the ICW red markers on their right and suddenly encounter 
green markers on their right as they travel to the sea.  ICW marker s 

actually have a small yellow triangle or rectangle to further identify 
them, but these are hard to see, unless one is looking carefully.  

 
Local boaters enjoy over 420 miles of tidal creeks and rivers, just in 

Chatham County alone.  Learning to boat here requires a solid 

foundation in navigation, an understanding of tides and currents, and 
good boat -handling skills.  Tides normally range from six to nine feet, 

currents often exceed three knots, and creeks serpentine and 
interconnect through monoculture mar shes.  But for those who can 

master the fundamentals, the joys far outweigh the negatives.  
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Elba Island  

 

to  
 

River Street  
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Arial View s ï East  
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Elba Island ï El Paso Energy/LNG Plant  

 

 
 
El Paso Energy announced plans in 2007 for a third expansion of the 

plant.  Phase three will add two more tanks and double the storage of 
the plant to 15.7 billion cubic feet of gas.  That will bring the total to 

six tanks.  The new tanks will be no higher than the other 12 -story 
tanks, but will be larger in diameter.  The first i s expected to be 

finished in 2010, the second in 2012.  
 

Additionally, 187 miles of new pipeline will be laid by Southern LNG to 

increase the delivery capacity to 2.1 bcf per day.  The new pipe with 
stretch to Augusta, where the methane will be pumped to So uth 

Carolina and Tennessee.  
 

While LNG accounts for only three percent of the US total natural gas 
supply, it is forecast to rise to seventeen percent by 2030.  There are 

five operating LNG facilities in the US ï four on land, a fifth offshore.  
The Depart ment of Energy is predicting a jump of imported LNG from 

840 bcf in 2006 to 1.02 trillion cf of LNG for 2008.  
 

Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) is cooled to minus 251 degrees Fahrenheit 
before it is transported by ship.  This converts the gas to a liquid and 
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reduces it volume 600 fold.  LNG tankers bring the product here from 

Egypt and Trinidad.  The LNG is then converted back to a gas, stored 
in the tanks, and fed through pipelines to customers in Georgia and 

the East Coast.  
 

Learn more by contacting El Paso Energy.  
 

Contact us at www.elpaso.com . 
 

 

 

 
View of Elbaôs new slip with two vessels unloading. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.elpaso.com/
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Jasper Ocean Terminal  

 
This Port has always been a dream for Jasper County. Located across 

from El Pasoôs Elba Island and boarders the Savannah River across 
from the City of Savannah.  

 
Plans for a port on the Savannah River in Jasper County are 

progressing slowly but surely, leaders of two groups involved in the 
plans said. Both groups met recently, and their leaders provided 

updates in phone interviews late last month.  
 

The Jasper Ocea n Terminal Joint Project Office is a two -state group 
made up of South Carolina and Georgia leaders charged with 

developing the port. It hit "a bump in the road" when it learned it will 
have to help pay for the Army Corps of Engineers' examination of how 

a Jasper port would impact regular dredging of the river, Chairman 

William Bethea Jr. said.  
 

The 1,500 -acre site for the proposed port sits on land where the Army 
Corps disposes of materials it dredges from the river to maintain the 

shipping channel .  
 

Timeline  
 

 

1 990  

Jasper Countyôs plan to build a port terminal on the Savannah River is 
turned down by the South Carolina State Ports Authority (SCSPA)  

1991  

South Carolina State Budget and Control Board concludes that 
economic benefits associated with the proposed port would benefit 

Savannah significantly more than South Carolina  

1992  

South Carolina Legislative Audit Control Board suggests to the South 
Carolina General Assembly Jasper County site as an alternative to 

Daniel Island near Charleston  

2000  
Jasper County officials pursue agreement with Stevedoring Services of 

America to develop the Jasper port.  
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2001  

Southern Environmental Law Center files suit with the Army Corps of 
Engineers, requesting that any environmental studies for the proposed 

Savannah River harbor deepening project include the Jasper Port site 
as an alternative stopping point. The litigation is dismissed on the 

grounds that the timing for the suit was not right (too early.) The 
ruling however ensures that all NEPA and Endangered Species  Act 

(ESA) claims can be brought in the future.  

2003  
SC Supreme Court ruling denies Jasper County the right to condemn 

the intended port site property ï citing that it would benefit private 

interests (SSA) rather than public. The right of the State Ports 
Authority to condemn the site is judged as the overriding right to 

condemn.  

2004  
After failing to reach a compromise with the South Carolina State Ports 

Authority, Jasper County continues to pursue port ï establishes a 
Jasper Ports Authority.  

January 200 5  
Jasper County files to condemn intended port property.  

SCSPA votes to acquire the Jasper County property  

April 2005  
SCSPA files an action against the Georgia Department of 

Transportation, which at the time owns the port site land, to condemn 
property.  

Jasper County files a motion to intervene, asserting right to condemn.  

April 2006  

SCSPA condemnation lawsuits were dismissed by the South Carolina 
State Supreme Court.  

March 2007  

South Carolina Governor Mark Sanford and Georgia Governor Sonny 

Perdue sign a Memorandum of Understanding that sets forth a 
framework for a bi -state port. As a symbolic and memorable gesture, 

the governors exchange neckties.  
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November, 2007  

The Joint Project Office  (make this a link to the Joint Project Office 

page), a body to oversee the bi -state port process, is created.  

March, 2011  

The GPA is currently awaiting final approval from the U.S. Army Corps 

of Engineers for the project to receive federal funding. The st ate of 
Georgia has already committed itôs share of the money. 

 

 
Jasper Ocean Terminal site map  

 

 
 

 
 

Present Day  
 

Plans for a deepwater container terminal in Jasper County remain on 
schedule for a projected 2025 opening, a consultant told members of 

the Jasper Ocean Terminal Joint Project Office Monday.  

http://www.jasperportnow.com/jpo.html
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"I think we can make 2025, but everything has to fall into place," said 

David Sanborn of the California -based design engineering firm Moffatt 
& Nichol.The East Coast's newest container port, to be built on  the 

South Carolina side of the Savannah River, will feature 10 berths, a 
turning basin and road and rail infrastructure on approximately 1,000 

to 1,100 acres of the 1,500 -acre site in Jasper County.  

When completely built out, the Jasper terminal will have  a capacity of 
7 million 20 - foot containers.  

In the first of four phases, expected to be complete in 2025, the 
terminal will have two berths, six to eight ship - to -shore cranes, 

rubber - tire gantry cranes to work the container stacks and a small, 
two - track i ntermodal yard.  

It will be capable of handling between 1.2 million and 1.4 million 

boxes.  

The Jasper site was acquired jointly by the Georgia and South Carolina 

ports authorities from the Georgia Department of Transportation in 
July 2008. In October 2008, the joint project office hired Moffatt & 

Nichol to develop feasibility studies, quantify capital needs and 
perform overall management for the port that will be owned jointly by 

the two states.  

Among the issues the joint project office is working on is find ing an 

alternative site for the dredge spoils that currently occupy the site of 
the future port. Although the two states own the land, the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers holds a permanent easement on the property, 
which it uses to store dredge spoils.  

"We're  about 50 percent done with the Dredge Material Management 

Plan feasibility study," Sanborn told the board.  

"The economics analysis is about 90 percent complete, preliminary 

terminal planning is 99 percent finished, the environmental services 
report is 99 percent done, and the budget is in line with where we are 

now," he said.  

Two states working together to create a joint port takes leadership, 
vision and a lot of give and take, said Jasper board member Jim 

Balloun.  
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Jasper Ocean Terminal proposed Terminal  
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Tronox  
 

Satelite  view of Tronox  

 

Tronox, formerly Kerr -McGee, owns the facility that sits just west of 
Elba Island and the South Channel of the Savannah River.  Prior to its 

days as Kerr -McGee, it was known to many Savannians  as Kimera .  
Tronox Incorporated, is the worldôs third-largest producer and 

marketer of titanium dioxide  (TiO 2)  pigment, and holds a twelve 

percent  market share , serving  customers in 100 countries.  
 

Titanium dioxide is an inorganic pigment that whitens and brightens 
hundreds of products -  from paint and plastics to paper, cosmetics and 

more.  Kaolin (another Georgia export) is often used as a less -
expensive additive, to supplement the whitening effect s of titanium 

dioxide. www.tronox.com  
 

http://www.tronox.com/

